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10:00  Tea/Coffee 
 

10:20  
 

Welcome address 

10:30 F. M. Bhatti, Independent Researcher 
 ‘Sikh Pilgrims to the Punjab Pakistan: cultural change, revival and 

change’ 
 

11:30 Virinder Kalra, Department of Sociology, University of 
Manchester 

 ‘Gugga Pir as the Hybrid Norm’ 
 

12:30 Lunch 
 

1:45 Announcements 
 

2:00 Margaret Walton-Roberts Director, International Migration 
Research Centre Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Ontario 

 ‘Transnational arbitragers: immigration brokers and new 
processes and patterns of India-Canada diasporic reproduction’ 
 

3:00 Tea/Coffee 
 

3:15 Hassan Javid, PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology, 
London School of Economics and Political Science 

 ‘Land and Power: The Politics of Space in the Punjab Canal 
Colonies, 1886-1926’ 
 

4:15 Elisabetta Iob, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, Royal 
Holloway 

 ‘“The sword of Heaven is not in haste to smite/Nor yet doth 
linger”: the rise of the Muslim League in Malik Barkat Ali and 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah private correspondence’ 
 

5:30 
onwards 

Social gathering for those who can stay around for a drink 
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Abstracts 

 
F. M. Bhatti 
Sikh Pilgrims to the Punjab Pakistan: cultural change, revival and change. 
 
Amongst the numerous historic Gurdwaras left in Pakistan are Nankana Sahib 
and Panja Sahib at Hasan Abdal. After the partition of Punjab, Sikh pilgrims got 
the permission from the Punjab Government of Pakistan to make the journey of 
pilgrimage to these two holy sites. This process began to increase year on year 
and gradually old hostilities waned. Since then Nankana Sahib has become a 
very big city. It is linked with very good infrastructure and there is also strong 
support for building an airport at Nankana by Sikh pilgrims. New schools and 
colleges particularly, Guru Nanak Dev for Khasla College have been 
established. Future plans include the establishment of a new University. Sikh 
Pilgrims come not only from India but also from around the world.  
This paper looks at the surge of revival, survival and sharing of old and new 
Punjabi culture. These Pilgrims have also great reverence and respect for the 
holy Sufi Saints, Bulleh Shah at Kasur and Baba Farid at Pakppatan. Their visits 
created Sikh and Sufi approaches to life, no doubt a new variety of music, 
poetry, drama and the joint celebration of festivals. In West Punjab, the learning 
and teaching of Punjabi at all levels as part of educational curriculum. At the 
same time the film industry of Sub-continent adapted and adopted Punjabi music. 
Within the last 50 years, Punjabi music popularity has increased many folds. 
 
 
Varinder Kalra 
Gugga Pir as the Hybrid Norm 
 
‘Mysterious’; ‘bizarre’; unusual and extraordinary, are the terms that come to 
categorise the way in which any analysis of the many ways in which ‘Hinduism’ 
and ‘Islam’ come to overlay, merge, interface, and blend in the context of North 
India and beyond. Of course these religions or spiritual movements are labelled, 
folk or culture or ‘cults’ to further evoke an-other status to them outside the norms 
of colonial and postcolonial classificatory schemes. How is it possible to talk of 
these forms as if they were the normal figures to which Punjabi worshippers are 
drawn or the most elevated and pure forms of actual practice rather than a 
corruption from any pure forms. Here the case of Gugga Pir, the Rajput 
Chauhan, turned Pir at the hands of the equally blended Baba/ Hajji Rattan of 
Bhatinda. At the level of social affiliation the shrines of Gugga Pir are those 
made and managed by those excluded from the framework of Brahminism or 
Jatism that comes to cateogrise the more formal religious sites of East Punjab. 
This is not to say that once these shrines grow that they do not get embroiled in 
the interaction between religion and politics which categorise any site of popular 
power in the Punjab, but this never denotes the status of anything other than cult 
or the superstition of the un-educated.  
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Margaret Walton-Roberts  
Transnational arbitragers: immigration brokers and new processes and patterns 
of India-Canada diasporic reproduction 
 
Indian immigration flows to Canada have historically been highly regionally and 
culturally specific with the majority of immigrants being Jat Sikhs from the Doaba 
region of Punjab. The dominance of Punjabi immigration to Canada is the 
product of a combination of effective utilization of family migration routes and 
effective political participation in Canada, both of which have reinforced 
network migration and resulted in the re-territorialization of specific regional 
identities. Over the last decade this has changed, as an examination of 
immigrant class and mother tongue of Indian immigrants to Canada reveals. The 
changing patterns of migration from India indicate greater linguistic diversity (a 
move away from the dominance of Punjabi), visa diversity (a move to more 
temporary forms of migration) and an increase in the skill composition of 
permanent immigrant flows. These changes reflect both Canadian immigration 
policy shifts and the rise of Indian immigration consultants who capitalise on the 
‘war for talent’ post-millennium migration landscape. This raises important 
research and policy questions as to whether transnational brokers are replacing 
the family as the new arbitrages of diasporic reproduction, and the relationship 
between changing Canadian immigration policy and wider societal changes in 
Punjab. 
 
Hassan Javid  
Land and Power: The Politics of Space in the Punjab Canal Colonies, 1886-1926 
 
Drawing on Lefebvre’s insights into the social dynamics of space, this paper will 
argue that the imperatives informing the design and settlement of the canal 
colonies in Punjab resulted in the creation of a socio-spatial order that privileged 
the interests of those elements of the Punjabi landowning classes that the colonial 
state believed were most necessary to the process of economic accumulation and 
the maintenance of order and stability. It will be shown that colonial policy with 
regards to the allocation of space in the canal colonies played a tremendous role 
in shaping social interaction between different classes and groups in the newly 
established villages, establishing relations of domination, control and economic 
production shaped by the priorities of the colonial state. This paper also 
demonstrates how the spatial design of the new villages themselves, coupled with 
the criteria used by the colonial state to select settlers for the colonies, reflected 
the impact of official policy on ordering these new spaces along particular social, 
political and economic lines. Finally, by highlighting the contestation that took 
place between the colonial state and the landholding peasantry over the control 
of land in the colonies, the paper also shows how landholders were able to use 
the space allocated to them in the canal colonies to enhance their ability to 
negotiate with the colonial state while simultaneously increasing the social 
subordination of the artisanal and landless classes. 
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Elisabetta Iob 
“The sword of Heaven is not in haste to smite/Nor yet doth linger”: the rise of the 
Muslim League in Malik Barkat Ali and Muhammad Ali Jinnah private 
correspondence 
 
“He was from the very beginning a true and loyal member of the League and on 
all occasions he rendered the greatest services to Muslim India. His advice and 
his staunch support on all occasions were of the greatest value to the League and 
myself. Muslim India has lost in him a great man and I have lost in him not only a 
colleague but also a friend”, declared a touched Jinnah in 1946.  
Malik Barkat Ali, versatile figure and leading member of the Muslim League, 
joined in and witnessed the rooting of the party throughout undivided Punjab. His 
solid friendship and collaboration with Jinnah resulted in a substantial 
correspondence that casts new light on a momentous juncture of both Punjabi and 
South Asian politics. Current historiography has placed the support for the Muslim 
League in late 1930s and early 1940s Punjab along niche lines, and the demand 
for Pakistan is presented either as a long-standing aspiration or as a negotiation 
and final trump. By probing Jinnah and Ali’s letters, this paper readdresses and 
challenges existing consolidated interpretations of the rise of the Muslim League 
in what was to be the future cornerstone of Pakistan. As it explores the nerve 
centre of local politics, it unveils an intricate, hidden and so far unexplored tissue 
of alliances between politicians and other social actors in the run-up to 
Independence. 
 


