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DAY 1             Friday,  April 10, 2020

Session I              (10:00 - 11:30)

      (i) Inaugural
      (ii) Keynote Address: Mushtaq Soofi

Tea Break             (11:30 - 12:00)

Session II               (12:00 - 1:30)
Contemporary Topics in Punjab’s Art & 
Culture 

 Papers

Lunch Break / Prayer   (1:30 - 2:30)

Session III    (2:30 - 4:00)
Punjab’s Cultural Heritage: Politics and 
Politicians  

 Papers

Tea Break                (4:00 - 4:30)

Session IV    (4:30 - 5:00)
Panel Discussion

DAY 2         Saturday,  April 11, 2020

Session I               (10:00 - 11:30)

Punjab: Historical Perspectives/Narratives
2500 B.C.E — 1799 A.D.

 Papers

Tea Break             (11:30 - 12:00)

Session II              (12:00 - 1:30)
Punjab: Historical Perspectives/Narratives
1800–Present

 Papers

Lunch Break                      (1:30 - 2:30)

Session III                (2:30 - 4:00)
Punjab Culture & Art: Future Prospects and 
Strategies

 Papers

Tea Break    (4:00 - 4:30)

Session IV                         (4:30 - 5:00)
Conference Review/Summing up
Resolutions and Future Course of Action
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The culture of Punjab has reached a precipice—will it sink into the dark depths of history or 
will it rejuvenate? Have we ever considered what kind of a Punjab awaits our future 
generations? A Punjab severed from its history? ignorant of its glory, grandeur, and tragedies? 
dispossessed of its arts, crafts, and architecture? unversed in its literary traditions? ashamed 
of its language? greatest threat to its own flora and fauna with a growing list of extinct or 
endangered species? an environmental disaster with shriveled or flooded rivers and smog 
choked cities? Can we remain passive bystanders as Punjab commits civilizational suicide? Or 
must we strive to understand, address, and prevent this cultural catastrophe unfolding right 
before our eyes? 

The discussion of our current cultural malaise can be contextualized within two important 
observations of Punjab’s past. The first is the post-partition emphasis on a national narrative 
that took a selective, exclusive, and consequently myopic approach to history. We deliberately 
deleted whole chapters from our school texts in order to promote an expedient national 
narrative focusing on the currently prevailing belief system. While emphasizing the arrival of 
Arabs and Central Asian conquerors we failed to acknowledge that Hinduism, Jainism, 
Buddhism and Valmiki beliefs were are as much part and parcel of this soil as Islam, 
Christianity and Sikhism. Such historical amnesia cost us dearly by arresting the development 
our cultural and artistic patterns rooted in the diversity of faiths and philosophical traditions that 
served as ever replenishing reservoirs of syncretic and creative energy.  

The second observation regarding the root causes of our cultural degradation is very much 
linked to the first. Although Punjab has always been at the crossroads of invasions it has 
displayed a remarkable resilience in the shape of adopting and adapting whatever was 
imposed upon it without losing its essential character, especially in regards to language. 
While absorbing the Arab and Persian diction the mother tongue of Punjab retained its ties to 
pre-Aryan or Dravidian civilization; nourished by the silt of five rivers it faithfully served as the 
expression of the masses for centuries. The British Raj initiated a systematic de-culturization of 
Punjab, coloring it as uncultured, uncouth, and unfit for urbane discourse thus creating an 
urban-rural divide viewing all Punjab Culture as ‘paindu’  - vox populi (the popular voice) 
became vox vulgaris (the vulgar voice). In post independence Pakistan installing Urdu as a sole 
national language and promoting it as a language of national unity at the expense of mother 
tongues has aggravated the divide.

Now if self-reflection is considered to be the basic requisite for any serious academic or 
intellectual endeavor then what kind of thinkers, philosophers, artists, architects, doctors, and 
engineers can we expect out of people who spurn their own language as debased and inferior? 
The current confusion has to be analyzed dispassionately and resolved to develop an effective 
language policy. As an institute for art and culture this is of paramount importance for us, it is 
our raison d’être. The Punjab is rapidly urbanizing creating new challenges of adaptation. The 

language in its various forms is responding to the new dynamics, despite discouragement by 
the elite and the state. Particularly noteworthy is the courageous work by female poets.   

As part of its continuing efforts to address this cultural crisis Institute for Art and Culture (IAC) 
is organizing a conference on the Future of the Heritage of the Punjab. We can divide heritage 
into two broad categories: tangible and intangible. The former includes architecture, visual art, 
and crafts whereas the latter includes language, literature, storytelling, theater, music, dance, 
etc. We invite anyone working with or interested in any aspect of tangible or intangible culture 
to contribute towards this conference. We promote an interdisciplinary approach to learning. An 
investigation and discussion of our cultural dilemmas cannot take place without taking into 
account phenomenon such as rural-urban migration, unchecked urban sprawl, social 
inequality, alienated or radicalized youth, and extremist violence. How do the various dots of 
social and political life connect with culture, its collapse and its rejuvenation? Do the dialectics 
of history explain how or why the empowered victims often turn into victimizers of minority 
cultures? We would like to raise such questions and especially emphasize the role of youth and 
urbanism in our prospective discussions during the conference.

Baisakhi, the age old harvest festival of Punjab, marks the time when Punjab turns golden with 
ripened wheat fields. Celebrated at the beginning of baisakh, the first month of bikrami 
calendar, Baisakhi can be viewed as Punjabi New Year of sorts when the community gets 
together to offer its gratitude to nature for the barns full of grain. We would like to avail Baisakhi 
to bring together academics, artists, activists, intellectuals; public figures who can help us 
address the challenges facing Punjab and contribute towards our granaries of knowledge and 
critical analysis. We certainly look forward to your active participation in Baisakhi 20/20 and 
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